Currently, we are working hard to reduce that number to less than eight months from the initial-submission date. In the past five years, TNN has published about 170 papers each year, which fits the above numbers of papers accepted in 2010. Our backlog has been kept at a healthy two months for the past few years. We have slightly more than 50 associate editors handling the review of 600 new submissions. Each associate editor was assigned an average of 12 papers in 2010 (one new paper assignment per month).
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following 10 hardworking associate editors whose terms have ended this year. They are: Cesare Alippi, Sheng Chen, Ming Dong, Akira Hirose, Zeng-Guang Hou, Sanqing Hu, Irwin King, Jinhu Lu, Sergios Theodoridis, and Peter Zhang. Thank you for your great service to TNN. I wish everyone much success in future endeavors.
It has been my great pleasure working for one of IEEE's most prestigious publications, the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON NEURAL NETWORKS. With the name change starting next year, the dedication of the entire editorial board, and the hard work of our reviewers, the Transactions will be ready to face the challenges of the next 10 years. With the evolution of the fields of neural networks in particular and computational intelligence in general, the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON NEURAL NETWORKS AND LEARNING SYSTEMS will continue to grow and to succeed in this ever-changing world. 
DERONG LIU, Editor-in-Chief

